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Preparing Students to be Successful in the 21st Century 

Modeling, Teaching, Practicing, and Evaluating… 
 

Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Skills 
Information & Communications Technology (ICT) Skills 

Life Skills 
 
 
 

Dear Parents, 
 

Schweinfurt Middle School Mission Statement  
Schweinfurt Middle School will engage all students in meaningful experiences that develop 21st 
Century Skills, preparing them to be successful and responsible citizens in a technological, 
global society. 
 
Guiding Principles 

1. Expect high achievement regarding core standards. 

2. Promote Learning and Thinking Skills. 

3. Promote Information and Technology Literacy. 

4. Promote Life Skills. 

5. Investigate 21st Century Content Areas. 

 
Guiding Principles (PRIDE) 
Preparation by planning and bringing needed materials and a positive attitude. 
Respect towards self, classmates, staff, and all school visitors. 
Integrity to do the right thing when others are not watching. 
Determination & Effort toward learning, especially when things appear tough. 
 
Binder Expectation 
All SMS students will utilize a large three ring binder to organize their course materials.  The 
advisory/tutorial teacher will assist students in the organization of the binders.  Each teacher will 
provide a syllabus (course outline).  A copy of the syllabus is to be kept in the student binder.  

Supplies needed: Three ring (3”) binder (no spiral notebooks) 
Dividers or folders (one for each class) 
Loose-leaf paper 
Pens & pencils w/erasers 
Colored pencils 
Inexpensive calculator  

 



Planner Expectation 
Every student is provided a planner, which is kept in the front of the binder.  Planners are used to 
record homework, tests, and long term projects.  The student’s schedule and important 
information such as locker combination and computer password are recorded in the planner.  
This planner is to be with each student at all times except for lunch as it will function also as the 
SMS Official Hall Pass when signed by a staff member. 
 
Tutorial Expectation 
Every student meets daily in advisory/tutorial class.  Expectations during this time are prioritized 
in the following manner: 

• Obtain prior tutorial pass (in planner) to visit another teacher for assistance on 
assignments or missed work due to absence. 

• Work in assigned tutorial class on assignments. 
• Read a book. 

 
Attendance Expectation 
Every student comes to school prepared.  Students are to be in good health, in school uniform 
and with necessary supplies. Please encourage your child to bring water. Water is allowed and 
encouraged in the classroom. 
 
Parental Expectation 
Every parent is to be positively involved in his or her child’s education.  Examples are: 

• Communicating with child and teachers 
• Reviewing course syllabi and assignments 
• Establishing realistic expectations and schedules 
• Providing encouragement  
• Celebrating accomplishments 
• Checking binder and planner regularly 
• Volunteering at school 
• Visiting classrooms 

 
Note:  For security reasons SMS requires school visitors to check in at the Main  
           Office immediately upon entry into the building.  Advance notice is  
           Appreciated. 
 
Note:  Please visit our SMS website for useful information to include the policy 

handbook. http://www.schw-ms.eu.dodea.edu/ 
 
Note:  School phone numbers are DSN354-6813 and CIV09721-804301 
           Teacher e-mail is Firstname.Lastname@eu.dodea.edu 
 
Note:  To schedule a parent conference with the 8th Grade Team, please 
           contact Mr. Troy Purdin (8th grade chairperson).  Meeting times will  
           typically be from 0810-0910 during team planning.   
 
 



Parent, 
 
Advisory Teacher (print) _____________________ 
 
Student Name (print) ________________________ 
 
Parent Name (print)   ________________________ 
 
Please complete the following information and have your child return it to his/her advisory 
teacher by Friday 31st of August. 
 
As part of our 21st Century Skill evolution, we plan to electronically communicate school 
information.  Though we should have an e-mail address as a part of registration, we know this 
information may have changed.   
 
Please clearly print on the line below the best e-mail address to reach you on a regular basis. 
___________________________________________________ 
Name of parent who regularly checks this e-mail address (print) _____________________ 
 
We know that current deployments from this community have been difficult for everyone and 
especially for those children with a parent gone.  Please share your family’s deployment 
information so we can better meet the needs of your child and our student body. 
 
Parent Deployed  __________________________    Since approximate date _____________ 
If not deployed, write Not Deployed. 
 
Parent Signature ___________________________   Date  _____________ 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Troy Purdin, 8th Grade Team Leader 


